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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The specification has been checked to the extent necessary to determine the 
presence of possible minor errors. However, the applicants cooperation is requested in 
correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

With respect to claim 1 , the phrase "an unnecessary word" renders the claim 
indefinite because it is not clear what is an unnecessary word. In specification fails to 
recite what is "an unnecessary word". 

Claims 4-5 depend from rejected claim 3 thereby render these dependent claims 
indefinite 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claims are directed to 
a non-statutory subject matter, specifically, the claims are not directed towards the final 
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result that is "useful, tangible and concrete". 

(See State Street , 149 F.3d at 1373-74 USPQ2d at 1601-02). 

According to the New Guidelines of October 26, 2005, which states that "A claim 
limited to a machine or manufacture, which has a practical application, is statutory. In 
most cases a claim to a specific machine or manufacture will have a practical 
application. See Alappat , 33 F.3d at 1544, 31 USPQ2d at 1557)... a specific machine 
to produce a useful, concrete, and tangible result and State Street , 149 F.3d at 1373-74 
USPQ2d at 1601-02). 

( Interim Guidelines for Examination of Patent Applications for Patent Subject Matter 
Eligibility 

<http://rs6.net/tn. isp?t=mdmd7pbab.0.kbg76pbab.p9qiiibab.7440&p=http%3A%2F%2F 
www.uspto.qov%2Fweb%2Foffices%2Fpac%2Fdapp%2Fopla%2Fpreognotice%2Fquid 
elines101 20051 026.pdf> ) 

Examiner requests Applicant to include in Applicants claimed limitations (in all 
the claims) the following: 

What is the practical application? 

What is the result? 

What is final result that is concrete, useful and tangible? 

Because the "practical application, result, concrete, useful and tangible" 

limitations are not claimed in Applicant's claims, Examiner believes that the above listed 

claims are nonstatutory. 

With respect to claim 1 recites information processing apparatus, however the 
components of the system are merely software per se. A system claims much recite physical 
structure thus enabling it to be properly categorized in one of the statutory categories of 
invention. Since the components of the apparatus of claim 1 is software per se and do not 
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contain any physical components, the systems cannot be categorized in one of the statutory 
categories of invention and is thus nonstatutory. 

Further, in the claim 1 1, an information processing method does not produce a 
useful, concrete and tangible result as set forth in 2106 (IV)(B)(2)(b)(ii), e.g. by storing 
said metadata assigned with said attribute item into a database is not a tangible result 
because by storing said metadata assigned with said attribute item into a database is 
not being used in an information processing method as recited in the preamble. The 
claim invention does not produce a useful because the process does not meet the 
requirement as recited in the preamble, e.g., information processing. 

With respect to claim 12, a program for making a computer execute the 
controlling steps does not produce a useful, concrete and tangible result as set forth in 
21 06 (IV)(B)(2)(b)(ii), e.g. by storing said metadata assigned with said attribute item into 
a database is not a tangible result because by storing said metadata assigned with said 
attribute item into a database is not being used in a program for making a computer 
execute the controlling steps as recited in the preamble. The claim invention does not 
produce a useful because the process does not meet the requirement as recited in the 
preamble, e.g., a program for making a computer execute the controlling steps. 

With respect to claim 13, a recording medium recording a program for making a 
computer execute the controlling steps does not produce a useful, concrete and 
tangible result as set forth in 2106 (IV)(B)(2)(b)(ii), e.g. by storing said metadata 
assigned with said attribute item into a database is not a tangible result because by 
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storing said metadata assigned with said attribute item into a database is not being 
used in a recording medium recording a program for making a computer execute the 
controlling steps as recited in the preamble. The claim invention does not produce a 
useful because the process does not meet the requirement as recited in the preamble, 
e.g., a recording medium recording a program for making a computer execute the 
controlling steps. 

Claims 2-10 depend from rejected claim 1 thereby render these dependent claims 
nonstatutory 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-2, 6 and 11-13 are rejected under 35 U. S. C. § 102 (e) as being 
anticipated by Quinn et al. (U.S. Pub. No. 2003/0135513). 

With respect to claims 1 and 11-13, Quinn et al. discloses an information 
processing apparatus comprising: metadata acquisition means for acquiring metadata 
of content (102,144 or 202) (see fig. 1-2 and paragraph 0054); metadata analysis 
means for analyzing an attribute of said metadata acquired by said metadata acquisition 
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means (categorized, genre) (150-153 or208)(see paragraph 0055); dictionary 
generation means for generating dictionary data for correlating said attribute with an 
attribute item contained (150-153) (see paragraph 0055) ( Selection algorithms 
155-158 are used to select a most likely correct artist name, 
track title, album title, year, etc. based on the size of the 
probability of the most P^ffWSffTOBMBfW data item, e.g., 

artist spelling, total number of of that data item 

or spelling and the size of the probability of alternatives to 
that data item, such as different artist spellings) in said attribute on 
the basis of an analysis result acquired by said metadata analysis means (150-153); 
and database generation means for assigning said attribute item (artist, title, album, 
year) to metadata acquired by said metadata acquisition (144) means on the basis of 
said dictionary data generated (150-153) (see fig. 2) by said dictionary data generation 
means and storing said metadata assigned with said attribute item into a database (120 
or 218) (see fig. 2). 

With respect to claim 2, Quinn et al. discloses dictionary generations means 
detects, from among words contained in said metadata, a word which is high in co- 
occurrence in metadata having a particular attribute item as a keyword of said attribute 
item (see paragraph 0055) ( Selection algorithms 155-158 are used to 
select a most likely correct artist name, track title, album 
title, year, etc. based on the size of the probability of the 
most fJfe ^^fff f^ ^^^ ^BHW data item, e.g., artist spelling, 
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total number of 




of that data item or spelling and 



the size of the probability of alternatives to that data item, 
such as different artist spellings) , thereby correlating said attribute item 
of said metadata with said keyword (artist, title, album, year)(see fig. 2, 4). 

With respect to claim 6, Quinn et al. discloses resolving means for resolving said 
metadata into components (artist, title, album, year) and storage (120) means for 
collecting said metadata resolved by said resolving means for each attribute item, and 
storing the collected metadata (see fig. 2). 

6. Claims 1-2, 6 and 11-13 are rejected under 35 U. S. C. § 102 (a) as being 
anticipated by Applicant Admitted Prior Art in background of invention (AAPA). 
With respect to claims 1 and 11-13, AAPA discloses an information processing 
apparatus comprising: metadata acquisition means for acquiring metadata (EPG) of 
content (see fifth paragraph); metadata analysis means for analyzing an attribute of 
said metadata acquired by said metadata acquisition means categories (drama, 
variety, etc.), his favorite genre names (drama, music , etc .) (See 
last paragraph of page 1 of specification); dictionary generation means for generating 
dictionary data for correlating said attribute with an attribute item contained (see 
second paragraph, page 2 in speciation)(the program metadata associated 
with the viewed program is accumulated, and when the viewing log 
(or program metadata) has been accumulated to a predetermined 
amount, this viewing log is analyzed to acquire program names to 
be recommended) . in said attribute on the basis of an analysis result acquired by 
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said metadata analysis means; and database generation means for assigning said 
attribute item (genre names, etc) to metadata acquired by said metadata acquisition 
means on the basis of said dictionary data generated (viewing log) by said dictionary 
data generation means and storing said metadata assigned with said attribute item into 
a database (see second-third paragraph, page 2 in specification). 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hung T. Vy whose telephone number is 571-2721954. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8.30am - 5.30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don Wong can be reached on 571 272 1834. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). (^~\ A 



Conclusion 
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